
“We grow in the Christian values of Love, Tolerance and Forgiveness; learning together, 

respecting each other.” 

 

              
 

February 2021 COVID-19 Newsletter  

(Hijacked, from Mrs Grand, by Mrs Unitt!) 

Our value this month is ‘Compassion’ 
 

‘If your compassion does not include yourself, it is incomplete’ 
Buddha 

 

Hello Everyone, 
 

Mrs Grand usually sends the newsletter but this month it is a slightly different one, mainly (and 

sadly) all about COVID-19 and lockdown. There is lots of information and catch ups to send, so I 

have decided to take over the newsletter and hopefully put all the ‘stuff’ in one place! 
 

Message from the Prime Minister for all Parents/Carers 

Many of you will be aware that the Prime Minister has written an open letter to parents/carers in praise of all 

you are doing and achieving to support your children’s safety, well-being and learning during this lockdown. 

I have copied some sentences which echo how I feel about everything you are doing in these very difficult 

circumstances and want to thank you, on behalf of everyone at school, for being so brilliant! 
 

"I’m particularly in awe of the way the parents, carers and guardians of children have risen to the 

unique challenges with which you have been faced…It’s especially true of the way millions of you 

have coped with the pressures of home schooling while also doing your day jobs - and of course 

meeting all the other demands that small people generate from breakfast until bedtime…In the 

meantime, I want you to know that you are doing a great job. You’re doing great for your own kids, 

and you’re doing great for the whole country too. Because by staying at home you are playing a 

vital role in getting this awful virus back under control. You are buying time for our army of 

vaccinators to protect the vulnerable. You are paving the way back to normality and you are, quite 

literally, saving lives. And for that I cannot thank you enough.”  

An extract of an open letter to parents/carers from Boris Johnson January 2021 
 

February’s Value 

I have chosen ‘Compassion’ this month and looked up many quotes about it. The one above,       

‘If your compassion does not include yourself, it is incomplete’ comes from Buddha and says 

all that I want to send to you this month really. I know how difficult and challenging this lockdown is 

for many of our families and I want to say be kind to yourselves; YOU ARE DOING AN AMAZING 

JOB! The demands of home schooling, whilst many are trying to work, look after family members 

and stay safe is enormous, or as the children would say GINORMOUS/HUMONGOUS. (The 

dictionary is still undecided if these are real words!) But the evidence we have in school, from all your 

communications, is that the learning is continuing, and continuing really well. So please go easy on 

yourselves, on your own expectations of your selves: we understand and think you are fabulous!  

WELL DONE and look after yourselves! 
 

Children's Mental Health Week 1st February - 7th February 2021 

We are focusing on all our well-being and mental health this week…and just taking a breather! From 1st - 7th 
February 2021, school will be taking part in Place2Be’s Children’s Mental Health Week. This year’s theme 
is Express Yourself.  
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Place2Be has created activities and resources to help children (and adults) to explore 
the different ways that they can share their thoughts, feelings and ideas. Our Home 
Learning and Key Worker lessons will include activities promoting well being and 
there are lots of resources on the Place2Be website that you can use with your child 
at home too. 

On Friday 5th February, I'd like to invite all children, at home and in school, to 'Dress to Express'.   
I can’t wait! This could be through your favourite colours, hairstyles, favourite sports kits, fancy dress, party 
clothes...whatever your child wants to wear as an expression of themselves. Be as creative as you like and 
do join in with our online sessions so that we can celebrate each and every one of you. I am particularly 
looking forward to our Praise Assemblies as I know there will be lots to show and share, but do send me 
some photos as well and we will get them on our website and our new Facebook page.  

The Place2Be website can be found here: https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/ 
A message from Place2Be's patron, HRH The Duchess of Cambridge, is also found 
here: https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/news/the-duchess-of-cambridge-sends-message-to-
mark-children-s-mental-health-week/ 
  
If you have any questions about how you can support your child's wellbeing, please do get in touch and we 
can signpost you to support that is available for primary aged pupils and their parents. 
 
Fab pictures needed in school of all your amazing expressions of you! Don’t be shy…send them in! 
 

Remote Learning Statistics 

SAET have crunched the data about our remote learning statistics and we are 

doing REALLY well! Over 80% of our children are accessing our live teaching 

sessions daily…. And enjoying them. I have dropped in on quite a few live lessons 

now and am very impressed with how we have all adapted to this new style of 

learning… whilst having great fun! Up until Friday 22nd January our teachers had 

delivered 132 live sessions and had 3,651 individual participants! This puts us 2nd in the Trust Primary 

School league (although it is NOT a competition) and means that our children are really getting stuck in with 

their learning. A HUGE pat on the back to everyone! 

If you have any comments or concerns about the quality of the remote learning and support we are offering 

please contact us directly; talking to your class teacher initially and then Mrs Grand or myself if your 

concerns are not fully answered. 
 

Department for Education Loan Laptops 

We have received our allocation of 12 laptops from the Department for Education to 

support with remote learning. These will be available to families that need them most for 

home learning, but there will clearly need to be criteria for issuing them. Please speak to 

your class teacher or contact me directly, head@hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk, if you feel your 

child’s learning will benefit for a loan laptop. If you are managing at this point, thank you. 

We want to ensure these go to the families in most need. We will be allocated these 

laptops from Monday 8th February, so please contact us by Friday 5th February 2021. 
  

My Head Teacher Star of the Week Award 

During my weekly Praise Assemblies, I set children some challenges, but I have also invited 

them to send me anything they feel is ‘star’ material. I love hearing (and seeing) what they 

have been up to, and often the things sent to me are not the sort of things that their teacher 

will reward, but that I can! I have great fun reading through their accounts of their 

achievements, although selecting my star can be a challenge! BUT it is up to them to send 

their ‘evidence’ in; it may be an email, a clip, a photo… anything they want to send really. 

BUT REMEMBER… they’ve got to be ‘in it to win it!’ 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/news/the-duchess-of-cambridge-sends-message-to-mark-children-s-mental-health-week/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/news/the-duchess-of-cambridge-sends-message-to-mark-children-s-mental-health-week/
mailto:head@hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk


“We grow in the Christian values of Love, Tolerance and Forgiveness; learning together, 

respecting each other.” 

 

 

My Head Teacher Story Time 

I am planning to launch a weekly story time next week for Early Years Children and those 

in Key Stage 1. Watch out for the link and hopefully lots of children will feel like joining me 

for a story and a chat! I have asked the Key Stage 2 children if they would like a story time 

as well (I love stories and love reading them) but have asked them to discuss this with 

their class teacher and let me know. So… watch this space! 

 

Social Media 

Having resisted a school social media presence for years I am finally getting up to speed and 

launching on Facebook and Twitter!! I am looking forward to it but am sure to regret it at some 

point!! I will send you notification when we’re launched!! 

 

Returning to School… not before 8th March 

We are very keen to get all of our wonderful children back to school! The place is not 

the same without you all. But it must be safe and the right thing to do. We now know 

that the date will not be before MONDAY 8th MARCH and may be later. We await the 

Governments guidance on this and will keep you informed of any plans. We are 

expecting to have further information during half term, as schools have been promised 

at least 2 weeks’ notice for any changes in arrangements. 

 

We remain OPEN for Critical Care 

Please remember, with the exception of February Half Term, we are open for all the children 

of our critical care workers… and we are open to meet your needs! We don’t mind how many 

days you sign up for and if you don’t come every day or every week, but if you are finding it 

hard, and are a critical worker we are here to help! Just talk to your teachers, give school a 

call or drop us an email and we will happily discuss your needs. 

We are also offering full wrap around care, but this needs to be booked in the usual way through 

ParentPay. Please remember if there is no one booked we won’t open the provision, so it is essential that 

you book rather than just turn up. 

PLEASE REMEMBER…  

If your child is feeling in any way unwell, we are asking that they stay at home; even if you are sure 

it is not COVID-19 related. We are ‘airing on the side of caution’; keeping everyone safe. If you are 

giving them pain relief (Calpol/Nurofen) to come to school…they need to stay at home. 

 

Lateral Flow Tests 

All staff in school are now taking Lateral Flow Tests every Monday and Thursday. This will 

ensure that none of the adults in school are asymptomatic carriers of the virus…. And so far, 

so good. 
 

If a member of staff was to test positive on a lateral flow device this would mean that their 

class would not be able to come into school and would need to self-isolate for 10 days, or until 

a PCR test at a test centre proved negative. So, if you are accessing Critical Care please 

ensure you have a Plan B! We take the tests before 7.00am on Mondays and Thursdays, but 

the earliest I would get results to you, if I was going to close a group, would be 7.30am. 

 

Applying for Free School Meals… It’s never too late! 

Have your circumstances changed during these challenging times? We are here to help.  
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Are you eligible for free school meals?  

During lockdown monetary vouchers, of £15.00 per week per child, are being given to all families in receipt 

of Free School Meals, whose children are not accessing school-based care.  

Free School Meals, in addition to the Universal Free School Meals that children in Reception, Years 1 and 2 

receive, can be awarded if you or your partner are claiming either; 
 

• Universal Credit 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guarantee element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit, provided they are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an  

     annual gross income of no more than £16,190, as assessed by HMRC 

• Working Tax Credit run-on-paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 
 

If so, you may be eligible for free school meals whilst still being in receipt of Universal Free School Meals. I 

realise that sounds bizarre… but you can still apply. Miss Gledhill will be able to help and advise with the 

application. Please contact her by emailing office@hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk, she will help! 

 
Remember Half Term is Monday 15th – Friday 19th February 2021 

 
There will be no remote learning or Critical Care provision during this week. 

 
Teachers and support staff will not be available to answer emails from Friday 12th February until Monday 
22nd February 2021. If you have an emergency please contact office@hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk or 
head@hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk. These email addresses will be manned all week. 
 

Positive COVID-19 Case during half term 
If your child has a confirmed positive COVID-19 test result during this week, and was in school during the 
previous week, it is essential that you contact us in order for us to inform any close contacts in school. 
Thank you. 

 

Ofsted 

A year ago, last week, we had our Ofsted visit and you may remember that the opening line of our report 

said…“There is a lot of joy in this well-led school.” During the most challenging of times I can happily 

say that the joy has remained in school and that we can also see it at home through our remote learning. I 

would like to thank everyone for their patience, help and support during these strange times. I am sure 

brighter days are coming, but until then…. Keep smiling and stay safe! 
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